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Contributions 
 Contributions to our scholarship fund and to our literature donation fund can help 
people meet these expenses.  Contributions are also needed for reading packages, which 
may be beyond the reach of people otherwise qualifying for scholarships. Our publication 
surcharge only covers about one reading package every two or three years. 
 
 We encourage students who may not meet our scholarship requirements to request 
support from individuals, groups and/or foundations who may actually have some money. 
We are a grassroots organization and have always operated on minimal finances. 
 

More Information 
 Our web site, www.barkingfrogspermaculture.org contains 
much more information.  For the cost of required reading materials, see the Course 
Reading List.  You may find prices and titles for a broader range of permaculture 
publications on the Yankee Permaculture Order Form.  We have prepared an 
extensive Course Protocol to more fully explain the course approach, content, policies, 
fees, and so forth. This Course Fee Table trumps any other information on fees 
published prior to the date on this document. Intern FAQs are the first place that you 
should go if you wish to monitor the course while interning at Barking Frogs 
Permaculture Center. They may be found on our web site. You may download free design 
course pamphlets from the Barking Frogs web site, check out the credentials of our 
teachers, and gather many other kinds of information there.  We also have recent versions 
of everything you need to know about the course available as a course preregistration 
package.  



E l f i n  P e r m a c u l t u r e  
P.O. Box 69, Sparr FL 32192-0069 USA 

BarkingFrogsPC@aol.com  

www.barkingfrogspermaculture.org 
 

Updated: 9/19/10 

 

INFORMATION FOR REGISTRANTS AND PROSPECTIVE REGISTRANTS 

ANNUAL PERMACULTURE DESIGN COURSE ONLINE 

 

Tuition. The tuition charge for this course varies depending upon the student’s type of 

participation. For tuition rates, ee the Course Fee Table, downloadable from our website 

as a freestanding document, or included in the Course Preregristration Package. 

 

Deposit. A deposit of $300 holds a place in the course, subject to acceptance. This 

deposit is nonrefundable.  See the Course Fee Table and Course Protocol for current 

policy on refunds in excess of the $300. The amount of the nonrefundable deposit is 

subject to change, but has been constant for more than a decade. It is also listed on the 

Course Fee Table. 

 

Scholarships. Limited numbers of scholarships are offered in each course that we teach. 

To apply for a scholarship, type one page only (maximum 500 words) stating why you 

want to attend the course, brief information on your background, why you cannot meet 

the tuition cost, how much you can contribute, and how you anticipate using 

permaculture design after the course. Request our scholarship guidelines for more details 

or download it from our web site. For the online course, we accept scholarship 

applications only between July 1 and Aug. 1 of each year.1 We encourage you to also 

seek support from other sources. Normally, we have only one full scholarship, or two 

half scholarships, etc., in any online course cycle. 

 

We sometimes have one workship for a someone who assists with the course in various 

ways. Usually, this is taken by advanced students repeating the course. 

 

Contributions for Scholarships. There is a great need for contributions for scholarships 

to pay tuition the case of students from poor and exploited countries. If you are able to 

help, please do so. Contributions amounting to $2000 roughly cover tuition, books and 

associated costs for one student. 

 

Barter. In principle, we will accept barter of goods and/or services in lieu of part of 

                                                
1 In 2012 this period changes to Feb. 1 to March 1 to reflect a change in our online course startup date. 



tuition2. However, our material needs are few. Our experience forces us to require barter 

payment in advance, just as with cash payment. 

 

Enrollment. Due to space limitations, maximum enrollment in this course is 20 students. 

Five of these may present their design practicum in the present course. Usually, there is 

space for everyone and room for more. 

 

Feel free to help recruit students for the course. 

 

Selection & Eligibility. Anyone who is seriously interested in the course is eligible to 

attend. If, due to lack of room, it is necessary to select participants for this course, 

selection criteria will include priorities to early registrants, women, indigenous people, 

minorities, people who seek to share what they learn with others and people of diverse 

skills and backgrounds.  We also seek variety of experience among students, so that they 

can more productively share with one another. 

 

Advanced Reading. The course is very intensive. We strongly advise students to acquire 

the course reading package and begin reading scheduled assignments at least a month or 

two in advance. This is a very brief summary of some course considerations. We advise 

course registrants to download the course protocol and study it carefully. 

 
The registration form follows on the next page. 

                                                
2 Since the discussion leader is paid per student, scholarship decisions may be split between the lead instructor and 
the discussion leader. 



Elfin Permaculture 
P.O. Box 69, Sparr FL 32192-0069 USA 

 

 

REGISTRATION APPLICATION 

PERMACULTURE DESIGN COURSE ONLINE 

PERMACULTURE DESIGN CLINIC ONLINE 

 

PLEASE TYPE, PRINT 

 

Dates of program________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Certificate course?_____ Student?_________ Monitor?___________ 

 Type of student participation   [ ] Fast Track 

 (Subject to instructor’s approval) [ ] Deliberate Track 

      [ ] non-certificate 

 
 

Section? (please specify) _________________________________  

 
 

NAME________________________________________________________________DATE__________ 
 
ADDRESS_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
TOWN____________________________________________________STATE/PROV_______________ 
 
POSTAL CODE/ZIP____________COUNTRY___________________PHONE_________________ 
 
Email_____________________________________     Operating System (Mac, Windows 98, 
etc.)___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

I enclose US$__________ (at least $300* except for full scholarship students and 

monitors) deposit in application to attend the permaculture design program to be given by 

Elfin Permaculture in correspondence via mail and email, dates indicated above. I have 

read the course protocol and other information made available to registrants and 

understand and accept the conditions of the course.  * Subject to infrequent change. Consult the latest 

Course Feel Table on our website. 

 

Signed_____________________________________________________ 

 

Date _________________________ 

[Sign or initial also in 2 places below. Sign even if you do not need to include payment.] 
Note: See the Course Fee Table for details on payment options. It may be downloaded from our web site. 



For Participating Students (not monitors)  

ON THE BACK OF THIS SHEET
3
; Please TYPE or email a statement outlining, briefly, your 

background, why you wish to attend the course, how you intend to use permaculture design after the 
course, where you live, your living situation and any other information about yourself you wish to share. 
Please use no more than 500 words. You will be required to post this information to all your classmates 
once the course begins.  You may add to this statement at any time. Head it: PERSONAL 
INFORMATION, Addendum.  [Note.  Instructions for your self-introduction to the class are more specific 
and may be found in the Week 1 folder of the course CD.] 
[If you are applying for a scholarship, you may use the space for that application. Type "Scholarship 
Application" at the top. Scholarship applications are limited to one page (surface) of regular office paper (8-
1/2 x 11 in the US), but never more than 500 words on paper or by email. Download special instructions. 
Submit scholarship applications only between July 1 and Aug. 1 for course cycles beginning before 2012. 
ON A SECOND SHEET. Please TYPE a description of your skills, resources and experiences that make 
you a resource to the rest of us. This information is very important. In case of over-enrollment, we will use 
it to select a balanced course with people from as many backgrounds as possible. The other students and 
Elfin Permaculture will use this information to determine where you can be a resource for others. If you 
have 7 PhD degrees in ecology and soil science, that's nice. If you have raised three children in a teepee 
living off the land, that's great. All life experience is important. If you are modest, you cheat other students 
of knowing how you are a resource. We use a one-room schoolhouse model in this course and students 
must be resources for one another. In an email classroom, we cannot readily draw information from you. 
Use two sides of a regular sheet of paper (not legal--we'll cut off the bottom to fit our files) or no more than 
1,000 words by email. You will be required to post this information to all your classmates once the course 
begins. You may add to this statement at any time. Head it: PERSONAL RESOURCE INFORMATION, 
Addendum, (YOUR NAME). 
 

Presentation Proposal  

Everyone in the course will give one personal presentation at some time during the course. You may 
propose your presentation now. If it fits the course outline, we may schedule your presentation in the 
relevant section of the course. Anyone may schedule a presentation on any reasonably relevant topic s/he 
wishes to share with the class, regardless of whether it fits the course schedule of topics. If you do not 
propose a presentation topic at this time, we probably will assign one. We really need as many personal 
presentations as possible to be scheduled early, as we may have as many as 10 permaculture designs to 
evaluate toward the end of the course cycle. 
 
I would like to present the following: (TYPE NO MORE THAN ONE PAGE (500 words).... 
 

 

Study Group  

Usually, we assign everyone in the course to a study group. If people are geographically close, we may try 
to assign them to the same group so that they may meet, visit one another's design sites and/or even share 
a design project (at a tuition discount.) If you have preferences for people to be in your study group, please 
let us know. In case of light enrollment, the entire class serves as one study group. 
 

                                                
3 This can also be submitted by email. 



Required Agreements 

 
For Everyone 

I understand that all online materials and most reading materials I receive in connection with this course are 
copyrighted. I agree not to violate the copyright in anything I do or send in connection with this program. 
I agree not to distribute in any form for any purpose any of these copyrighted materials. Further, I will not 
distribute copyrighted materials from other sources in connection with this program. I understand that my 
course CD is licensed to me as a single user.  I will not, actively or by default, allow others to use my 
course CD. I understand that this license is non-transferable. (Signed) [signature required for registration] 
 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
[Sign or initial here.] 
 
 

For Students  

I grant permission to Elfin and Yankee Permaculture (AKA Dan and/or Cynthia Hemenway) for future use 
in of my course contributions, including my permaculture design report, for the sole and limited purposes 
of permaculture education. This permission is conditional upon standard royalties to be paid to me for any 
direct sales of my contributions as a document separate from the course CD. I fully retain all other rights to 
my contributions. I further grant permission for Dan Hemenway et al. to use my submissions to this course 
for informational purposes, in part or entirely, in the Barking Frogs Permaculture web site. 
 
 
___________________________________________________________ 
[Sign or initial here] 
 
Please mail the signed portions of this registration with your payment. 
 

Electronic Deposits 

There is a service charge of $25 or whatever the bank charges (whichever is higher) for electronic deposits in 
payment for tuition, reading materials, etc. The bank fee for this has gone up faster than we can keep track 
of it. If you want us to contact the bank and verify the deposit, e.g. to expedite a book shipment, double 
the service charge. Sometimes the bank mails us a notification of electronic deposits, but sometimes we 
have to wait to see it on our monthly statement. It can be a guessing game to figure out who sent it! 
Generally, electronic transfers represent an expensive way to expedite payment with no guarantee that the 
effect will not be actually slower than if you sent some physical instrument of payment to us. 
 
Last updated:  9/19/10 
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Scholarship and Barter 

For Elfin Permaculture Workshops and Courses 
 

Information Sheet for Participants 

 

 

[Note:  This Information sheet was drafted mainly for our live programs. We believe 

that it mostly applies to our email programs as well, but if you have questions, 

please let us know.  Anything that you can do to help us make this document clearer 

is appreciated.] 

 

Eligible Programs 

 Scholarships are available in all Elfin Permaculture workshops and courses, but 

not for lectures. Barter may be proposed in advance for any Elfin Permaculture 

event. We will not consider barter offers at the door. 

 

Requirements--Barter 

 Elfin Permaculture will consider barter for our share of the workshop or course 

fee. The barter offer must be made before we leave home to teach the event by the 

scholarship deadline in the case of our online course. Obviously, the barter must be 

goods or services that we need and that can be delivered in advance of the program 

in question. Based in experience, we no longer accept barter for goods and/or 

services to be delivered during after the workshop or course. Assistance given to 

the program host is between the student and the host. We receive no benefit from 

such arrangement and do not consider them as barter for our share of tuition. 

 Barter offers must be typewritten double-spaced on a single side of a single 

sheet of paper or less than 250 words if sent by email. Generally, a barter offer is 

considered for its cash value to us. In workshops where we are paid a flat fee by the 

host, we cannot consider barter. Contact the host. Otherwise, our share of 

workshop our course fee is all that we can barter. Generally, in programs of 10 days 

or longer, we receive about 1/2 of the fee that participants pay, although this does 

vary infrequently. We will reply as soon as practical. We must receive the bartered 

goods and/or services in full before we leave to teach the program. Be sure to ask 

when we will leave. If paid enrolment is low, we may not be able to consider barter.  
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Workships 

 Workships are a form of barter in which the student performs agreed upon 

tasks.  The general provisions for barter, apply.  Work need not be at our site.  For 

example, translations, entering some of our publication into digital format, artwork, 

and other tasks that can be done where you live are more often bartered. More 

often than not, the workship task is one that benefits the permaculture movement 

as a whole, rather than the instructors from Elfin Permaculture. Most such services 

are performed by volunteers.  We probably will not barter for services that unpaid 

volunteers also provide. 

 The host of the event may also be open to offers to work in exchange for 

some of the tuition. This is between you and the host and is unrelated to our 

teaching fees.  Avoid agreeing to tasks that will take place during our workshops, as 

you will loose out on a great deal because of the conflict of work and program 

participation.  Our programs are generally intensive and participants work on designs 

or other projects at all hours except when asleep.  Usually, teams even eat together 

to discuss their project. You cannot fully participate in the program and work off 

your tuition at the same time.  

 
Scholarships 
 All Elfin Permaculture programs except lectures or one-day workshops offer 

scholarships. We assign priority to indigenous people to the region, women, and 

disadvantaged minorities, in about that order. The principal requirement for a 

scholarship is that the recipient is unable to pay through no choice of his/her own. 

People in voluntary poverty, e.g. most college students, people choosing a limited 

lifestyle, etc., are not considered unable to pay, though they may lack funds, unless 

other circumstances also apply. Exceptions may be made for people on an 

established path of service on a case-by-case basis. We define inability to pay to 

mean that you would deprive yourself and/or dependents of biological necessities if 

you were to pay the full fee. 

 Scholarship applications must be typewritten on a single side of an 8-1/2 X 11 

(or metric equivalent) sheet of paper or no more than 500 words if submitted by 

email.  Applications in any other format will be discarded. State that you are unable 

to pay the full fee and also how much you can pay. You need not state why you 
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cannot pay unless your circumstances suggest that you are unable to pay through 

choice. (E.g. a college student may wish to point out that she is from a poor village 

in India so could not pay even if she had not accepted a college scholarship.) Any 

resident of an industrialized country, however, must substantiate the "unable to 

pay" claim. We may ask for clarification if we are uncertain of your need. Also on the 

sheet describe briefly your background without giving undue weight to "credentials." 

They are of interest, but not more so than other details. State why you wish this 

training. Finally, state what you will do with it. Applications that exceed the space 

limit will be discarded. The most important data are the info about your ability or 

inability to pay the evidence of your willingness to follow instructions.  

 Based on your application, the composition of the workshop, and available 

slots, we will approve or disapprove your scholarship. We will not offer a scholarship 

for less than you said that you can pay. If you require a full scholarship and we can 

offer only a half scholarship, we will give the half scholarship to someone else or 

leave it unfilled. Please do not try to use this process to bargain with us. You will get 

nothing whatsoever that way. 

 

Application Deadlines for Online Course 

 Through 2011, we will accept scholarship applications for our annual online 

course only between July 1 and Aug. 1 of each year. Beginning in 2012, the 

application period will be Feb. 1 to March 1. Applications are for the next course 

cycle, regardless of when it will be held. Scholarships do not include reading 

materials, which typically will run between $400 and $500US.  See the latest version 

of the course reading list for exact figures.  For all other programs, contact the host, 

not us.  The host will forward your scholarship application if s/he feels that it is 

worthy.  If you try to do an end run around the host, you will not get a scholarship. 

 

Koha 

  All Elfin Permaculture Scholarships are based on the Maori Koha  concept. The 

Koha, is, roughly speaking, a gift given in consideration for a gift received. It is not 

an exchange. It is an acknowledgement of the law of gifts: 'Love is the harmony 

between giving and receiving."  

 The Koha is a way to support people who provide services without placing 

undue strain on their basic resources. It enables people to get services that they 
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need--healing or teaching, for example--independently of their material resources. 

Elfin Permaculture has found that in Western societies, the Koha is culturally alien 

and it is not possible for us to conduct our work solely on this basis. So we only 

offer as many scholarships as we can afford on a Koha basis and aalmost never to 

a resident of an industria lized country.  

 Each scholarship is given without strings. If, after our workshop or course, you 

wish to contribute something as a gift, it is welcome. A gift can be money, goods or 

services. The giver of a Koha bases it on the importance of the gifts they have 

received from the event and what the person has to give. (Obiously, the koha is 

meaningless if the gift is of no use to us.) There is no such thing as a large or small 

Koha. We do not keep track of who gives Kohas. Our only responsibility is to give 

the best service that we can. Consideration of the Koha is the responsibility of the 

person receiving the services--we do not trouble ourselves about it.  

 Kohas such as food or help that support the workshop itself are generally 

Kohas to the organizer only, not to Elfin permaculture as we rarely are involved in 

these details. When Elfin Permaculture gives workshops and courses on the road, we 

are limited in the objects and services that we can accept. If what you have to offer 

is clearly not suited to our circumstances, please direct that gift in a way that will 

further permaculture and the welfare of Mother Earth. There is no time limit on the 

giving of a Koha. 

 In applying for a scholarship from us, you implicitly agree to accept the Koha 

principle. 

We like Koha better than setting fees. We hope that this explanation makes a 

small contribution to spreading the practice of Koha in Western society. 










